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The road network is 
very limited in Papua 
New Guinea, with no 
connection between 
the capital (Port 
Moresby) and the 
centre or north of the 
island. 
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Route to Fogoma’iu Village Inbound: 13th December 2011 
 
x The 3x Steves and Seamus 

commence food and equipment 
shopping in Mt. Hagen. Later they 
rendezvous with G4S Security who 
help transport the lads and their 
shopping around town for the 
remaining errands. Next stop is G4S 
Security headquarters to sort out 
payment [in cash only] and collect 
the security crew for the journey to 
Mendi. The lads and a crew of 4 
security guards in an open back 
truck and a 4x4 travel to Mt. Hagen 
airport to meet the rest of the 
expedition team who are arriving on 
a flight from Port Moresby. 
 

x The full team travel by road along the 
Highlands Highway to the “Old 
Compound” in Mendi (Drive time of 
approximately 3 hours) where they 
meet Jenny from South West Air who 
directs them towards the 
accommodation. 

 
o Steve Bus, Jock and Seamus take 

turns in the back of the truck to 
“supervise” the security guards. 
We heard stories of Security 
crews sometimes taking a peek 
through luggage so we didn’t want 
to take any chances. 
 

o We were stopped at the border 
crossing between the Western 
Highlands province (home to Mt. 
Hagen) and the Southern 
Highlands province (home to 
Mendi) for an alcohol inspection. 
The Southern Highlands province 
is a dry province with alcohol 
restrictions in place. These 
restrictions are enforced at the 
borders and had the officers 
searched a little deeper, a Mr. 
Jameson or a Mr. Bushmills may 
have caught their eye  

Route�from�Australia�to�Fogoma’iu�village�
Maps�©�2012�Google,�TerraMetrics
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o Fogoma’iu airstrip is a clearing in the jungle, long enough to land a small 
aircraft. The clearing activity was coordinated by the Missionaries a few 
decades ago with help from the Kosua tribe. 

 
A clearing in the jungle - Fogoma’iu airstrip from the air 

 
 
Southern Highlands – Terrain to our Final Destination 
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13. CAVING 
 
Our expedition was a general survey of the region for caving potential. The dense 
forest coverage made systematic searching of an area, either by land or air, very 
difficult. The detail of available maps of the area is limited for the same reason. 
 
We therefore depended heavily on local guidance. The Kosuan landowners and 
clans had intimate knowledge about their own areas of the bush, from hunting and 
living off the forest for generations. Caves in particular were of particular interest to 
them as sacred sites, and also as hunting grounds for fruit bats. After explaining to 
them what interested us (e.g. big caves with rivers), they were very forthcoming in 
describing to us all such caves on their land. They were then very proud to guide us 
directly to as many sites as we had time to visit. 
 
We can add the Kosuan word for “Cave” to the travelling caver’s phrasebook: 
“Ulabu”. 
 
During the week of our arrival, we explored sites within easy reach of Fogoma’iu 
village, typically with an early morning start and an afternoon return to the village to 
avoid the heavy rain that reliably fell every evening. Later in the expedition, we 
moved base to campsites deeper in the jungle, which had been built in advance for 
us by the locals. Our first such excursion was a four-day round trip via Willy’s camp. 
We returned to the village for a few days over Christmas, before a final seven-day 
round trip via Nick’s camp, Albert’s camp on the slopes of Bosavi, and back via 
Michael’s camp. 
 
Campsites Between Fogoma’iu and Mount Bosavi 
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Satellite View Showing Extent of Bush Coverage 
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